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Rev. Dr. DougShowater April 1, 2017
doucshow@necanetnet Draft #l1a Correctons wetomed

Ephraim Morton Information

ICHABOD MORTON SR.

Ichabod Morton Sr. married his wifé@ha Thayer on Fbruary11, 1758. The followingmage
is from pag@ 165 of MA Compiled Marriagg, 1630-1850, accessible throbugncestrycom.
Many, apparentlyhave not been aware that the Morton’s first Ephraim cliéld in 1761.

Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988 for Ephraim Morton
Plymouth > Vital Record Transcripts

+[p. 58] The Children of Ichabod Morton & Zilph Morton His Wife
1 Ephraim Morton Born Feby 13th 1759 Deceas? Janury 2314 1761
2 Ichabod Morton Born Jan™ 2nd 1761 |
'3 Hannah Morton Born Novenr 2204 1762

Unless otherwise noted, the followipgge references are to the book ‘flyuth Church
Records 1620-1859,” which is available atefnet Archive and GoteyBooks.

~ Ichabod Morton Sr. was bayeiz in the kst Church of Christ in Piyjouth onApril 26, 1730,
as the son of Ephraim Morton Deceased and Susannah his wizd0]

~Ichabod Sr. joinedifst Church as a member Qttober 14, 1764[472] That full membership
allowed him to have his children bagzin the church. And thus, three weeks later, on
Novenber 4, 1764he had both his sdehabod [Jr.] andHannah baptizd there.455] It

seens likely that if their first child, Ephraim b. 1759, had survived, they wuld have had
him baptized with those younger siblings ohis in 1764.

| think it was common back then after the death of one childyéatlge same name to a
subsequenthporn child of that sameegder.

~ As stated in iest Church record€sphraim Morton, "son to thabod Morton &wife," was
baptizd in Frst Church orApril 16, 1775. [461]

Ichabods children were baptid at Frst Church as follows:
~son thabod d in 1764  455] Ichabod and Hannah ba@d:the same day
~ daudnter Hannah in 1764 455]
~ daudpter Sarah in 1766. 4%5]
~ daudnter Zlpha in 1768 457]
~ daudpter Susanna in 177459]
~ daudnter Abigail in 1773 f#60]
~ sonEphraim in 1775 461]
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~ daudnter Maryin 1777  462]
~ son Henryn 1780 463]

It appears that the above were bagatim their birth order, includingphraim. And, likely they
were baptied soon after their birthsa fact, apparentlthe same was done fahiabod Sr., who
is said to have been born in 1730, as well as laptizthat sameear at the kst Church of
Christ in Plynouth. pR40]

Here’s what khink likely happened:

~ Hrst son Ephraim was born in 1759.

~ Second sorchabod was born oraduary2, 1761.

~ But then, Ephraim died later that same month,ssudry23, 1761, too late for them to name
their second son Ephraim in honor of their then deceased first son.

~ The nexfive children of thabod and #pha were females.

~ The nexmale child theyhad theynamedEphraim—their second Ephrainie probably was
born in 1775, not long bebre his baptismon April 16 of that year.

The book'Representative Men and Old Families of Southeastern Massachugéits)l,

1912, p. 1182, offers the information below left about the faafilghabod Sr. and wifeilpha.
Unfortunatelythoudh, the compilers of this information apparerdlg not realiez that this
couple’sfirst child Ephraim died in 1761.No doubt that has contributed substantitdlyhe
confusion as to who that couple’s second Ephraim child weewBthe followingimage is a list
of the marriags of those children othabod Sr. andilpha to the etent found in the records of
the Rrst Church.

(V) Ichabod Morton, son of Ephraim (3),
born in 1730, married in 1758 Zilpha Thayer,
and their children were: Ephraim, born 1n
1759 : Ichabod., born in 1761;: Hannah, born
in 1762 (married Amasa Clark) ; Polly (mar-
ried Joseph Whiting) : Zilpha (married Sam
uel Bartlett); and Susan (married Thomas
Nears).

Ichabod d m: Sarah Churchill 1787503]
Hannah m:?P See paragph below.]

Sarah m: dseph Witing 1789 504]

Zilpha m: Samuel Brtlett 1794 507]
Susanna m: Thomas Sears 1797 509]
Abigail m: Thomas Clark 1786 5Q2]
Ephraim m: Sarah “Sally” Howland 1797 [509]
Mary/Polly m: Joseph Witing 1803 p45]
Henry[ ?]
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It has been said that Hannah Morton married Amasa Clarkhlanelnot found such a record at
this point.

As the “Genealagal Regster of Plynouth Families,” 1899, bywilliam T. Davis noted on payg
285, the Morton sisters Sarah and MBolly both married dseph Witing, but about 14 gars
apart.

Alpheus, 1718; Bethiah, 1720; John, 1722; Thomas, 1'124. JosEpE WHIT-
ING, son of 2d Elisha, m. Sarah Morton, 1789, and had Abigail, 1790, m.
Rufus Gibbs; Joseph, 1792, m. Betsey, d. of Ichabod Morton; and Henry,
1794, He m., 2d, Polly Morton, and had Sarah, 1804, m. Joseph Phillips of
Duxbury; Eleanor, 1806; James Harvey, 1808; Elisha, 1811; and George.

Ichabod Sr. andilpha’s sonEphraim Morton became a member ofr§t Church orMay 26,
1793 That same &ar, his sibling Zilpha [April 14], Ichabod Jr. [June 30] andMary [Sept

22], also became members afdt Church. #75-476]There was argat revival in Plynouth in
that period, which those siblisgnayall have become involved in.

The “Genealoigal Regster of Plynouth Families,” 1899, bywilliam T. Davis charactered the
families of thabod Sr.’s sofchabod Jr. and then his solthabod this way on pag 189:

Thomas Sears, IcmaroD, son of above, m., 1787, Sarah Chnrehill, and had
Saral, m. Lemuel Stephens; Ichabod, Hannah; Mary, m. Elkanah Bartlett;
Abigail; Betsey, m. Joseph Whiting and William Clark; Edwin; Maria, m.
William Churchill. IcmABOD, son of above, m. Patty, d. of Coomer Weston,
and had Abigail, 1821. He m., 2d, Betsey, d. of Gideon Holbrook, and had
George E., 1829; Nathaniel, 18813 Ichabod, 1833; Austin, 18341; Hovard, 1836.

Ichabod Jr. (January2, 1761 - likelyby 1830 ) marrie®Garah Churchill (Februaryl, 1776 -
likely 1830 or later) on November 4, 1787 in thestFChurch of Christ in Piypouth. p03] Their
children are said to have been:

~ Sarah (b. 1788 - Augst 8, 1867) mLemuel Stepheng1786- May26, 1870). Thewre buried
in Plymouth’s Oak Grove Cemetery
https://www.findagave.com/cgbin/fg.cg?page=g & GRid=134043124
https://www.findagave.com/cgbin/fg.cg?page=g& GRid=134043035

~ Ichabod (January2/Februaryl790 - Mayl10,1861) mPatty Weston(1791-1821) on
November 15, 1818 at thé$t Church of Christ.g52], thenElizabeth Holbrook (1795-1875).
Ichabod and his wives are buried infRtuth’'s Oak Grove Cemetery
https://www.findagave.com/cgbin/fg.cg?page=g& GRIid=51167196
https://www.findagave.com/cgbin/fg.cg?page=g& GRIid=51167298
https://www.findagave.com/cgbin/fg.cg?page=g& GRIid=51167365
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~Hannah - [b. abt 1792 - Hannah was bap#d in the kst Church of Christ on Ma#, 1794.
[482]

~ Abigail (b. abt 1796) is buried in the Chiltonville Cemeteéiie died March 11, 1817 at 21
years of ag and apparentiyever married.
http://files.usgvarchives.net/ma/ptgouth/towns/plynouth/cemeteries/chltcorgt

~Mary (December 10, 179®f 17967 - November 15, 1848) m: in 18Zkanah Bartlett
(May 1794 - December 8, 1843). Thase buried in Pijouth’s Vine Hills Cemetery
https://www.findagave.com/cgbin/fg.cg?page=g&amp;GRid=166391102
https://www.findagave.com/cgbin/fg.cg?page=g&amp;GRid=166366736

~ Betsey(b. August 9, 1802 -anuary4, 1881) m: Une 1824Capt. Joseph Whiting Jr.
(January5, 1792- bef 1831) and Wam Clark. bseph apparentlyas the son of her aunt, Sarah
Morton (1766 - Augst 9, 1806), dauder of Betseys grandfather,dhabod Morton Sr.

~ Edwin - (30 March 1804 - September 6, 1878) Edwin was begbtt The Fst Church of

Christ on &nuaryl5, 1805. §06] He married BtseyTorreyHarlow (23 March 1810 -ahuary

10, 1881) on December 8, 1831.

Death record:
https://www.ancestrgom/interactive/2101/41262_b139264-00295/1131B8&kurl=https://ww
w.ancestrycom/familytree/person/tree/108215167/person/110068011065/facts/citation/5202617
69235/edit/record

Edwin and Btsywere buried in Oak Grove Cemetery
https://www.findagave.com/cgbin/fg.cg?page=g& GRid=103737970
https://www.findagave.com/cgbin/fg.cg?page=g& GRid=133862381

~ Maria (1806 - October 9, 1841) m: oank 30, 183%Villiam Churchill (1811 - September 8,
1839) in the Kst Church of Christ.700]

The “Genealoigal Regster of Plynouth Families,” 1899, bywilliam T. Davis charactered the
families of chabod Sr.’s soRphraim this wayon pa@ 188, thouly Davis mis-identified
Ephraim 3.’s wife. She was Sallilaynard, whose mother’s maiden name was Swift.

min, 1705; Elisha, 1711; Cornelius, 1713; Ebenezer, 1715. EPHRAIM, son of
1st Ichabod, m., {797, Saralh Howland, and had Isgac; Henry; Epbralin, p.
Sarah Swift; Sarah m. Perez Peterson; Betsey m. John Gooding; Zilpha, m.
_Abner Leonard, Hannah; and Eliza. EzZEKIEL, son of 1st Joseph, m., 1740,

On November 16, 1997 in thé&$t Church of Christ in Plyjouth,Ephraim marriedSarah

“Sally” How land (abt 1776 - Augst 20, 1869). She is said to have been theldaugf &cob
Howland (1754 - ) and Sarah Holmes (1756 - ). Ephraim and Sarah are said to have had the
following children:
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~ Sarah Howland (b. September 27, 1798April 24, 1857) mPerez Reterson(August 14,
1796 -December 30, 1852)

Theyare buried in the Chiltonville Cemetery
https://www.findagave.com/cgbin/fg.cg?page=g& GRid=127583770
https://www.findagave.com/cgbin/fg.cg?page=g& GRid=127581973

~Henry (b. 1801 - September 12, 1878) marfbecca Whiting(January8, 1803 - ) in 1823
in Plymouth. The bookRepresentative Men and Oldrfilies of Southeastern Massachusetts,"
Vol. 111, 1912, p. 1182,iges the followingnformation about Henry

“Henry Morton, son of Ephraim and SaraH@wland) born in 1801, married in 1823
Rebecca Wtney. . . Henry Morton was a manufacturer of sail thimbles in Plymouth for
a number of years. He was &y and later a Republican. He and his wife wre active
and devoted members of the Congregational Church. . . .”

Death Record:
https://www.ancestrgom/interactive/2101/41262_b139264-00295/1131B8&kurl=https://ww
w.ancestrycom/familytree/person/tree/108215167/person/110068011065/facts/citation/5202617
69235/edit/record

~ Isaac(May 28, 1803 - dly 28, 1869) mBetsey Eversor{May 13, 1803 - September 13,
1888)

Their marriag@ was in kst Church October 8, 182@97]

Theyare buried in the Chiltonville Cemetery
https://www.findagave.com/cgbin/fg.cg?page=g & GRid=91867172
https://www.findagave.com/cgbin/fg.cg?page=g& GRIid=91867239

~ Ephraim Jr./2nd (b. abt 1807 - November 1833) m: SallyMaynard on April 15, 1829 in
Plymouth.

U.S., Newspaper Extractions from the Northeast, 1704-1930 for Ephraim Morton

Massachusetts > Columbian Centinel > Death »> Maag-Oystead
orton,Ephraim,Surgeon of Boston,d.on hls passage

Cape-of-Good-Hope, to Indla,aged 34 last May
KC,C.H&I‘. 26)1?94)

Norton,Ephraim,2d.d,in Plymouth,aged 26(C,C,Nov,20,1833)

~Zilpha B. (b. abt 18072 December 3, 1877) mMbner Leonard (b. 1807 Middleboroug -
1890)

Theyare buried in Pipouth’s Oak Grove Cemetery
https://www.findagave.com/cgbin/fg.cg?page=g&amp;GRid=135000606
https://www.findagave.com/cgbin/fg.cg?page=g& GRid=133802814
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~Hannah [?7]

~ Betsey(b. September 16, 1811urk 3, 1889 Wrcester, MA) mCapt. John Gooding (Jan 5,
1808- dly 2, 1885).

Massachusetts, Town and Vital Recor|
Worcester » Births,

Higr ! F

Cgi;&ew
wiyis s {Gmrmn‘fﬂ:&“‘f ptley ‘5‘“‘

ds, 1620-1988 for Betsey H Gooding

arriages and Death

Betseyand &hn Goodingare buried in Pipouth’s Oak Grove Cemetery
https://lwww.findagave.com/cgbin/fg.cg?page=g& GRid=134218187
https://lwww.findagave.com/cgbin/fg.cg?page=g& GRid=134214691

~ Eliza (b. abt1814 -1850 orlater)



Pag 7 of 13
Censuses ad Time Line
1790 Plymouth, MA Census

1790 Ichabod Morton 1M(under 16); 1M(16 and over), ®iales
1790 Ichabod Morton Jr. 1M(under 16), 1IM(16 and over), 2males

1790 No EphraimMorton

1800 Plymouth, MA Census
1800 No Ichabod Morton

There aredhabod anddhabod d households in HalifgxPlymouth, MA in this census.
Ichabod’s household there has 1 oldest male (45amuiapdd d’s household there has

1 oldest male (26-44).

1800 No EphraimMorton listed in Plynouth or even in Pipouth County

1801Ephraim Morton was one of 53
members of theikst Church of Christ in
Plymouth who soulgt to be dismissed from
First Church in order toagther a new
church in Plynouth, the Third Church of
Christ. Those individuals, representing
almost half of Frst Church’s members at
that time, were dismissed and 52 of them,
includingEphraim, gathered Third Church
on October 1, 1801.

The individuals who left ifst Church did
so over the theolggof First Church’s
newly called minister in 1800. He was not
a strict Calvinist as wasgrst Church’s
former minister who had served it from
1760 until his death in 1799 1870, the
Third Church of Christ was renamed The
Church of the Pilgmage. Todaythe Hrst
Church, now callediFst Parish in
Plymouth, and The Church of the
Pilgrimage are a stone’s throw apart from
each other on the flanks of Rigputh’s
Burial Hill. To the right is an imag of a
published representation oif$t Church’s
ledger records with the names of those
members who were dismissed
then—including=phraim’s name.

MEMEERS DISMISSED TO THE THIRD CHUILCH, 1801

ManTHA BARTLETT
Barpsgeps LoTHROP
Mary CHURCHILL
Erizanern CHURCHILL Ju,
Aptoar HoLves Ju.
BUsANNA SWIFT
JANE Bwirr
REBECCA SEARS
Croe HoLumES
Eriza™ Carrcoiiy Sen.
Mary Favsce
Lowis BRADFORD
Pamexce Diovan
PuEpe HoLues
ELIza™ Savort
Eurz* Divox
RevexpeEr BrRAMHALL
Harmaan CoBB
Joawma KEurron
SagAl DBARTLETT
Mary Bacow
ELiz™ BRADFORD
Erz™ Farnce
Win. Evz™ CHURCHILL
Mary BPOONER
Porry DARLING
Deporan Hovues
Hazxwan HalL
Barar CHURCHILL
Mercy Ropeixs
Resecca REep
Evxice Doxmas
Euiza. Dotex
BARAT SMITH
Lypia SsirTo

Females

Jorx Bisuop
BeExit WARREN
SyYLv®? DBARTLETT
Davip Diax
Jesse Harvow Jur
JESSE BARTLETT
Lot HarLow
Zrre Harvow Jur
Jozern V. NELsON
SoLosoyN COURCHILL
MNatt Harrow
Eraram MorTox
Eian Doxpau
Jorx Cope
Jonxw BARTLETT
Awazian CEURCHILL
Sant RipER
Waraay WmTvg
males
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The former imag is taken from pag547 of “Plynouth Church Records: 1620-1859,” 1920,
which is available omiternet Archive and GotgyBooks.

1810 Plymouth, MA Census
1810 EphraimMorton Jr. (1766-1784) 3M(under 10)1M(26-44) 1KHunder 10), 1A0-15),
1H26-44)
| think this likely w as Ichabod Morton Sr.’s son Ephraim born about 1775, thus
about age 35 in 1810.
1810 Ichabod Morton(Before 1765)- 1IM(45and+), 1E5and+)1M(45and+).
This likely was Ichabod Morton Sr.’s son Ichabod Jr., born in January 1861, thus
age 49 in 1810.
1810 Ichabod Morton Jr. (1785-17941M(under 10)1IM(16-25), 2Runder 10), 2E0-15),
1H16-26), 1K26-44) 010122110
This likely was Ichabod Morton Jr. and Sarah Churchill’s son, born in 1790, thus
age 20 in 1810.

The book Representative Men and Oldrfilies of Southeastern MassachuseWs]! Ill, 1912,
p. 1182, gres the followingnformation aboutchabod Sr.’s so&phraim:

“Ephraim Morton was a shipbuilder of Plymouth, where he owned and conducted a
shipyard, and during the war of 1812 was compelled to burn two vessels then on the
docks in course of construction, to save them from being confiscated by the British.”

The “Ship Regsters of the District of Pipouth, Massachusetts, 1789-190839, Parts &and |,
by the Surveyf Federal Archives (U.S.); National Archives Projecteg the following
information abouEphraim, on pags 27, 36, 97, 194.

" 1 will note, it is possible that more than one Ephraim Morton is referred to in the following
descriptions.

CONSTELLATION, brig, of Plymouth., Registered Feb. 16, 1807 - permanent.
Built at Plymouth in 1B806. 162 49/95 tons; length 77 ft., breadth 22
ft., depth 11 ft. 1!aster: Finney Leach. Owners: Ephraim Mortom,
Lemuel Leach Jr., Finney Leach, Plymouth. Two decks, two masts, square
stern, no galleries, no figurehead, John Coleman, Master Carpenter.
Benjamin Crandon, Surveyor.
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MZRINO, ship, of Plymouth. Registered Feb., 12, 1813 - permenent. Built
at Plymouth in 1812. 259 42/95 tons; length 92 fte. 6 in., breadth 25
ft. 3 in., depth 12 ft. 73 in. Master: Thomas J. Cotton. Owners:
William Stephens, Plymouth. Two decks, three masts, square stern, no
galleries, no figurehead. Ephraim Morton, Master Carpenter. Benjamin
Crandon, Surveyor. Sold out of district.

PILGRIM, schooner, of Plymouth. Registered (30) Dec. 29, 1802 =
permanent. Built at Plymouth in 1802 84 39/95 tons; length 67 fta,
breadth 18 ft. 9 in., depth 7 fte 8 ine Master: MNathaniel Clarke,
Ovmers: Barnabes Hedge Jr., Levi Whetton, James Spooner, Nathaniel
Clarke, bphreim Morton. One deck, two masts, squarc stern, no galleries,
ne heade PFreviously enrolled (28) at Plymouth in 1802+ (Vole 2, pe 269)

There are mangeferences to Morton males, and particultwl\chabod Morton, in the above
ship regster: https://archive.ordetails/shipreigtersofplypOsurv
++++++

The records of theist Church of Christ in Plypouth indicate thaEphraim Morton aged 58
years died on february 7, 1813 [660] That Ephraim would have been born about 1755.
” 1 do not know who that Ephraim was
++++++

The Chiltonville Cemeterin Plymouth has amgvestone which saythe following

In memory of EPHRAIM MORTON Who died
March 1815 In the 54 year Ofthis age.
http://files.usgvarchives.net/ma/ptgouth/towns/plynouth/cemeteries/chltcorgt
That Ephraim would have been born about 1761.
” 1 do not know who that Ephraim was
++++++

The records of the Third Church of Christ infRbuth saythatEphraim Morton, one of the
founders of that church in 1801, was dismissed fromi8it8to join the Burth Church of
Christ in Plynouth, which is known todags the Chiltonville Conmggational Church.

Schooner, of Plymouth. Re-registered Aug. 31, 1810 - permanent.
98 34/95 tons; length 65 ft., breadth 18 ft. 6 in., depth 9 ft. 4 in.
Master: Josish Robbins, Owners: Josiah Robbins, Ichabod Morton Jr.,
Ephraim Mortom Jr., Plymouth. Previously rcgistered at Boston Sept. 12,
1809 = temporzry.
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The imag on the nekpage is from Third Church’s second lesigand was likelywritten about
1831/1832.tlseems to indicate thephraim Morton wasnot alive at that point— see the mark
in the far ridnt column which appears to record those “Deceased.”

" | do believe the abové=phraim Morton was the son olchabod and Zlpha
Morton Sr.

Ephraim was baptied at Arst Church in 1775. He became a member there darmegat revival
in 1793. And, he married Sarah “Séalijowland there in 1797. He appears to have beeartlye
member at st Church in that period with that name. And, at the times of his baptism and
joining First Church as a member, he waplextly recorded in Fst Church records as the son
of Ichabod Morton.

ANOTHER EPHRAIM MORTON

There was anotherpynger Ephraim Morton (b. abt 1782 - 1854) in this period infayuth. He
is said to have been a son of Osborn Mortabrirary7, 1751 - ) and his wife Patience Cobb
(1759 - ), who were married on October 18, 1781 atitis€ €hurch of Christ in Piypouth.

[500] Osborn’s parents were Ephraim Morton (1722-1758) and Sarah .












